. These phases of reef growth and de¬ cline are related to ecological changes driven by cli¬ mate, sea level, water chemistry, sediment input, and nutrients. Thus, fossil reefs may be considered monitors of past Global Changes (e.g., Dupraz & Strasser 1999) . Organic reefs occur in all types of environments, rang¬ ing from the deep ocean to shallow waters, from hyper¬ saline basins to freshwater lakes. In this paper, however, we will concentrate on reefs built up by corals in shal¬ low water. Holocene shallow-water coral reefs took up their position following the sea-level rise resulting from the last deglaciation and during the sea-level highstand 6000 to 5000 years ago (Bloom 1993 (Schuhmacher 1988 (Sorokin 1995 (Sorokin 1995 coral-reef restoration is attempted locally (Precht 1998 
